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CLIP FOR A DISPLAY 

Background of the Invention 

This invention relates to a clip device, and more particularly, to a clip used in a 
display device such as a display tower. 

Displays or display towers are used in commercial or retail establishments 
to display merchandise or advertisements for merchandise. Displays are also used for 
exhibits, booths, and trade shows. Typically these display towers are formed from rods 
or poles and are assembled to hold cutouts, sheets, or panels formed from foam board. 
However, foam board is difficult to work with, needs to be replaced, and is difficult to 
easily secure to the display tower. In particular, if the foam board has an advertisement 
printed on it and if the ad changes or a new advertisement is needed then new foam board 
must be used. This requires that the old foam board be removed from the display tower 
and new foam boards be printed and inserted into the display tower. Further, the manner 
in which foam board is held in place is cumbersome. Therefore, there is a need to 
provide a device that is used to assemble a display tower using other type panels than 
foam board. It would also be advantageous to have a means or method for securing other 
types of panels to a display device. 

The present invention is designed to obviate and overcome many of the 
disadvantages and shortcomings associated with presently available methods and 
constructions of fixing or securing cutouts, sheets, displays, or panels to a display tower. 
In particular, the present invention is a clip that is designed and constructed to secure or 
attach a panel to a display tower with the clip also being capable of being easily 
disassembled or removed from both the panel and the display tower. Moreover, the clip 
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of the present invention may be easily positioned along the panel and the display tower 
for proper alignment of the panel within or on the display tower. 

Summary of the Invention 
In one form of the present invention, a clip comprises a unitary body having an 
intermediate section and a first pair of opposing arms with each of the arms having an 
end portion, the body having an interior surface and an exterior surface, a second pair of 
opposing arms formed on the exterior surface of the body, each of the second pair of 
opposing arms having an end portion with the second pair of opposing arms being located 
between one of the first pair of opposing arms and the intermediate section. 

In another form of the present invention, a clip comprises a unitary body 
having an intermediate section and a first pair of opposing arms with each of the arms 
having an end portion having a nib, the body having an interior surface and an exterior 
surface, a second pair of opposing arms formed on the exterior surface of the body, each 
of the second pair of opposing arms having an end portion with the second pair of 
opposing arms being located between one of the first pair of opposing arms and the 
intermediate section. 

In yet another form of the present invention, a clip is disclosed that comprises 
a unitary body having an intermediate section and a first pair of opposing arms with each 
of the arms having an end portion, the body having an interior surface and an exterior 
surface, a second pair of opposing arms formed on the exterior surface of the body, each 
of the second pair of opposing arms having an end portion with the second pair of 
opposing arms being located offset from one of the first pair of opposing arms. 
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In light of the foregoing comments, it will be recognized that a principal object of 
the present invention is to provide a clip used for assembling a display. 

A further object of the present invention is to provide a clip which is of simple 
construction and design, is inexpensive, and which can be easily employed with highly 
reliable results. 

Another object of the present invention is to provide a clip that is easy to use and 
may be moved or positioned along a panel and a display device. 

A still further object of the present invention is to provide a clip that can be 
secured to and released from a post, a rod, or a pole. 

A further object of the present invention is to provide a clip that may be used to 
prepare and construct a display. 

Another object of the present invention is to provide a clip that is strong and 
flexible and has unitary construction. 

Another object of the present invention is to provide a clip that may be easily 
manufactured and may be disposable. 

These and other objects and advantages of the present invention will become 
apparent after considering the following detailed specification in conjunction with the 
accompanying drawings, wherein: 

Brief Description of the Drawings 
Fig. 1 is a perspective view of a preferred embodiment of a clip constructed 
according to the present invention; 

Fig. 2 is a side view of the clip shown in Fig. 1 ; 
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Fig. 3 is a perspective view of the clip shown in Fig. 1 mounted to a display 
device and a display; 

Fig. 4 is a perspective view of another preferred embodiment of a clip 
constructed according to the present invention; 

Fig. 5 is a side view of the clip shown in Fig. 4; and 

Fig. 6 is a perspective view of the clip shown in Fig. 4 mounted to a display 
device and a display. 

Detailed Description of the Preferred Embodiments 

Referring now to the drawings, wherein like numbers refer to like items, 
number 10 identifies a preferred embodiment of a clip constructed according to the 
present invention. With reference now to Figs. 1 and 2, the clip 10 comprises a unitary 
body 12 having a first pair of opposing arms 14 and 16 and an intermediate section 18. 
The intermediate section 1 8 is arcuate or rounded in shape. The arms 14 and 16 and the 
intermediate section 18 form a generally C-shaped cross-section. The arms 14 and 16 
have opposing end portions 20 and 22, respectively. The end portions 20 and 22 are 
spaced apart from each other to form a mouth or an opening 24 to allow a rod or pipe (not 
shown) to pass there through as will be discussed more fully herein. The end portions 20 
and 22 are flared outwardly from the respective opposing arms 14 and 16. The clip 10 
has an interior surface 26 and an exterior surface 28. The interior surface 26 is adapted to 
engage or surround a rod or pipe for holding the clip 10 to a rod or pipe for display 
purposes as will be shown more fully hereinafter. 

The clip 10 has a second pair of opposing arms 30 and 32 positioned on the 
exterior surface 28. The arms 30 and 32 are positioned closer to the arm 16 and are offset 
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from the arm 14. The arms 30 and 32 have opposing end portions 34 and 36, 
respectively, that are spaced apart from each other. The end portions 34 and 36 are 
slanted or flared away from each other. The arms 30 and 32 are spaced apart from each 
other to allow a sign or display to be captured within or between the arms 30 and 32. The 
arms 30 and 32 may be sized and shaped to receive a particular thickness of a panel, sign, 
or a display. The end portions 34 and 36 facilitate directing and positioning a sign or 
display within the arms 30 and 32. The arm 30 has an exterior surface 38 and an interior 
surface 40. Further, the arm 32 has an exterior surface 42 and an interior surface 44. The 
interior surfaces 40 and 44 are used to hold or grasp a sign or a display. The exterior 
surfaces 38 and 42 serve as finger grips to assist in positioning the arms 30 and 32 on a 
sign or a display. The arms 30 and 32 form a mouth or an opening 46 at the ends 34 and 
36. Further, the arms 30 and 32 define an area 48 where the arms 30 and 32 are 
positioned on the exterior surface 28 of the arm 16 of the clip 10. The opening 46 is 
narrower at the ends 34 and 36 than at the area 48. Further, the shape of the arm 30 may 
be more planar than the shape of the other arm 32. The arm 32 may have a slight curved 
portion 50 to it as compared to the arm 30. This curve portion 48 helps in making 
adjustments when a panel is inserted between the arms 30 and 32. As can be appreciated, 
the arms 30 and 32 may have various dimensions and lengths. For example, the arms 30 
and 32 may have a length of Vs inches or l / 2 inches. 

The clip 10 may be molded or extruded from any suitable plastic material 
such as PVC. The clip 10 is flexible enough to allow the clip 10 to snap onto a rod or a 
pipe by use of the arms 14 and 16 while at the same time snap onto or grip a sign or 
display by use of the arms 30 and 32. The clip 10 may be formed of a clear material or a 



5 



EXPRESS MAIL NO. EV 383194415 US 

material that has color. The clip 10 may also be constructed of a material that is frosted. 
Various combinations of clear material, colored material, and frosted material are also 
possible in a single clip 10. 

Fig. 3 depicts four of the clips 10 being used to hold a panel 60 on a display 
tower 62 to form a display 64. The display tower 62 is constructed of rods 66 with the 
clips 10 being capable of snap fit engagement with the rods 66. In particular, the interior 
surface 26 of the clip 10 is capable of engaging the surface of the rod 66 to hold or secure 
the clip 10 onto the rod 66. The arms 14 and 16 and the intermediate section 18 are sized 
and shaped to fit onto the rod 66. The arms 30 and 32 are used to capture or hold the 
panel 60. In constructing the display 64, the clip 10 is first inserted onto the panel 60 and 
then the clip 10 is inserted onto the rods 66 of the display tower 62. The clips 10 may be 
positioned anywhere along the edges of the panel 60 and the rods 66. Further, the clips 
10 may be repositioned along the panel 60 and the rods 66, if required. If required, more 
than one clip 10 may be inserted onto an edge of the panel 60. The display 64 may also 
have an area 68 in which there is no panel connected to the rods 66. 

Referring now to Figs. 4 and 5, another preferred embodiment of a clip 100 of 
the present invention is illustrated. The clip 100 is designed for use on a rectangular 
shaped rod or post. In particular, the clip 100 comprises a unitary body 102 having a first 
pair of opposing arms 104 and 106 and an intermediate portion 108. The arms 104 and 
106 and the intermediate section 108 form a generally squared C-shaped cross-section. 
The arm 104 has an end portion 110 that has a nib portion 1 12. The nib portion 1 12 is 
generally triangular in shape but could take on other shapes such as rounded or square. 
The other opposed arm 106 also has an end portion 1 14 that has a nib portion 1 16. The 
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end portions 1 10 and 1 14 are spaced apart from each other to form a mouth or an opening 
1 1 8 to allow a rectangular rod or pipe (not shown) to pass there through. The nib 
portions 1 12 and 1 16 are adapted to secure the clip 100 to a rod or pipe as will be 
explained. The clip 100 has an interior surface 120 and an exterior surface 122. The 
interior surface 122 is adapted to engage or surround a rectangular rod or pipe for holding 
the clip 100 to a rod or pipe. 

The arm 1 04 of the clip 1 00 has a pair of opposed arms 1 24 and 1 26 
positioned on the exterior surface 122 of the clip 100. The arms 124 and 126 are offset 
from the arm 106. The arm 124 has an end portion 128 that is flared outwardly. The arm 
126 also has an end portion 130 that is flared outwardly from the arm 126. The arms 124 
and 126 are spaced apart from each other to allow a sign or display to be captured within 
or between the arms 124 and 126. The arms 124 and 126 may be sized and shaped to 
receive a particular thickness of a panel, sign, or a display. The end portions 128 and 130 
facilitate directing and positioning a sign or display within the arms 124 and 126. The 
arms 124 and 126 form a mouth or an opening 132 at the end portions 128 and 130. 
Further, the arms 124 and 126 define an area 134 where the arms 124 and 126 are 
positioned on the arm 104 of the clip 100. The opening 132 is narrower at the ends 128 
and 130 than at the area 134. The arms 124 and 126 may have various dimensions and 
lengths. For example, the arms 124 and 126 may have a length of 3 / 8 inches or Y 2 inches. 

With particular reference now to Fig. 6, there is shown four of the clips 100 
being used to hold a panel 160 on a display tower 162 to form a display 164. The display 
tower 162 is constructed of rectangular shaped rods 166 with the clips 100 being capable 
of snap fit engagement with the rods 166. The arms 104 and 106 and the intermediate 
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portion 108 have a generally rectangular C-shaped configuration that mates with the 
rectangular shaped rods 166. The nib portions 1 12 and 1 16 are capable of attaching to 
the rods 166 to hold the clip 100 in place. The arms 124 and 126 are used to capture or 
hold the panel 160. In constructing the display 164, the clip 100 is first inserted onto the 
panel'160 and then the clip 100 is inserted onto the rods 166 of the display tower 162. 
The clips 100 may be positioned anywhere along the edges of the panel 160 and the rods 
166. Further, the clips 100 may be repositioned along the panel 160 and the rods 166, if 
required. If required, more than one clip 100 may be inserted onto an edge of the panel 
160. 

As previously discussed with respect to the clip 10, the clip 100 may be 
molded or extruded any suitable plastic material such as PVC. The clip 100 is flexible 
enough to allow the clip 100 to snap onto a rod or a pipe by use of the arms 14 and 16 
while at the same time snap onto or grip a sign or display by use of the arms 30 and 32. 
The clip 10 may be formed of a clear material or a material that has color. The clip 10 
may also be constructed of a material that is frosted. Various combinations of clear 
material, colored material, and frosted material are also possible and contemplated in the 
construction of a single clip 100. 

It should be recognized that the clips 10 and 100 of the present invention 
could be constructed of various materials. Preferably, the clips 10 and 100 will be of 
relatively lightweight material so that they can be easily manufactured, assembled, 
positioned, secured in place, and removed. Further, the clips 10 and 100 will be 
constructed of relatively inexpensive materials that will provide for the clips 10 and 100 
to be disposable or suitable for one time use. 
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It is also possible and contemplated that an advertisement may be sandwiched 
between two sheets of material and the clips 10 and 100 be used to hold the 
advertisement and the sheets of material in place on a display, such as the displays 62 or 
162. In this manner a new advertisement may be added by simply removing the old ad 
from between the two sheets of material. As can be appreciated, a clear or a colored 
sheet of material may be used in either of the displays 62 or 162. The clips 10 or 100 
may be used to hold or secure the clear or colored sheet of material. The clear or colored 
sheet of material adds a decorative element to either of the displays 62 or 162. 

From all that has been said, it will be clear that there has thus been shown and 
described herein a clip which fulfills the various objects and advantages sought therefor. 
It will become apparent to those skilled in the art, however, that many changes, 
modifications, variations, and other uses and applications of the subject clip are possible 
and contemplated. All changes, modifications, variations, and other uses and 
applications which do not depart from the spirit and scope of the invention are deemed to 
be covered by the invention, which is limited only by the claims which follow. 
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